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The third edition of Behavior Analysis in
Developmental Disabilities expands and up-
dates the contributions of behavior analysis
to the field of developmental disabilities.
The six distinguished senior behavior an-
alysts who have taken on the daunting task
of selecting key articles from the 27-year
history (1968–1995) of the Journal of Ap-
plied Behavior Analysis (JABA) have assem-
bled a volume that will be of great value as
a primary or supplementary text in courses
on behavior analysis. Since its inception,
JABA has had a special relationship with
developmental disabilities. Although JABA
publishes and promotes behavior-analytic
research in an array of fields, articles that
address issues in developmental disabilities
have predominated. The third edition in-
cludes 70 articles that trace developments
in our understanding of basic mechanisms
of human behavior and application of
these mechanisms to improve the lives of
people with disabilities. The articles are or-
ganized around 13 topics, with five to eight
articles per topic.

The purpose of the volume is to provide
a text that pulls together nearly three de-
cades of research on issues related to de-
velopmental disabilities. The editors have
wisely retained classic articles that provide
a foundation and historical perspective for
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this body of knowledge (e.g., Baer, Wolf,
& Risley, 1968; Stokes & Baer, 1977).
They have also attended to the immense
developments and contributions that have
occurred since publication of the second
edition in 1988. Over two thirds of the
articles and four topic sections are new to
the third edition. Of particular note are ar-
ticles that document advances in reinforcer
assessment, generalization, instructional
technology, functional assessment, and
treatment of severe behavior disorders. To-
gether, the articles provide an accessible vi-
sion of a field that has both struggled to
understand the lawful relationships be-
tween behavior and environment and ap-
plied this knowledge to make substantive
improvement in the lives of people with
disabilities.

Children and adults with developmental
disabilities present an array of challenges.
The articles in this third edition trace a
behavior-analytic response to these chal-
lenges. Early papers focus on defining pro-
cedures for describing and measuring pat-
terns of behavior and on strategies for de-
fining functional relationships between
environmental events and changes in be-
havior. Our understanding of basic prin-
ciples has allowed attention to the key
questions facing children and adults with
developmental disabilities: How do we or-
ganize and teach skills to people who have
difficulty learning? How do we identify
and deliver reinforcers that maintain adap-
tive behavior? How do we arrange instruc-
tion so that isolated skills transform into
durable, generalized patterns of vocational,
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self-help, academic, leisure, and commu-
nity-relevant competence? The behavioral
response to these challenges is apparent in
this volume. Understanding the lawful re-
lationships among environmental events
has led us to a better understanding of ba-
sic learning processes and the features of
environments that will promote adaptive
behavior. We learn from these papers that
people who have difficulty learning require
exemplary instruction and support. Weak,
disjointed, or unorganized teaching may
still result in learning with highly skilled
students, but poor teaching and support do
not result in productive gains in the be-
havior of children with autism and other
developmental disabilities. We must learn
to teach well, and the papers in this vol-
ume provide examples of excellent instruc-
tion.

A special feature of the present volume
is the emphasis on advances in functional
analysis of problem behavior and the de-
velopment of treatments based on those
analyses. Of the 568 articles reviewed for
possible inclusion in this volume, 161
(28%) address assessment and treatment of
severe problem behavior. Gains in this area
have been especially important and stand
as one of the major contributions of ap-
plied behavior analysis to the field of de-
velopmental disabilities.

This third edition also defines a trend
line for the future contributions of behav-
ior analysis to developmental disabilities.
The seminal article by Baer et al. (1968)
that opens the monograph laid out the
challenge for a truly applied analysis of be-
havior. The challenge was to understand
and apply behavioral principles to real-
world problems. The field was encouraged
to study the behavior of real people in real
settings. The selection of ‘‘convenient’’
subjects was discouraged. The field was en-
couraged to focus on important elements
of human behavior and to demonstrate

change that was socially important. The
present monograph presents research that
has met much of the initial challenge and
lays solid groundwork for taking the tech-
nology to the next level. A reader is im-
pressed not only with the important con-
tributions that have occurred over the past
30 years but also with the contributions
that have occurred over the past 10 years.
We have learned how (a) to define and
measure behavior, (b) to identify reinforc-
ers, (c) to teach adaptive behavior, (d) to
intervene to reduce problem behavior, and
(e) to build the skills of families, teachers,
and providers to use effective behavioral
procedures. These accomplishments stand
as a tremendous asset as we look toward
the research that will likely characterize the
next edition of this volume.

Among the most important contribu-
tions of the monograph is the set of ex-
pectations it creates for the future. At least
three trends seem likely. The first is a con-
tinued focus on defining the fundamental
mechanisms that underlie human behavior.
A comforting feature of the present mono-
graph is the consistent presence of com-
mon behavioral principles across studies
that have examined diverse aspects of hu-
man behavior (self-care, leisure, academic
performance, vocational skills, health and
safety, and behavior disorders). The mono-
graph exemplifies a clear commitment to
further understanding not only what peo-
ple do but why they do it. Current efforts
to clarify the role of establishing opera-
tions, extinction, and equivalence classes
will be just a few of the new pieces of basic
knowledge we can expect in future edi-
tions. The field grows not only by expand-
ing the application of known principles to
new areas (eating disorders, sleep disor-
ders) but also by expanding the very prin-
ciples used to understand behavior. Chil-
dren with disabilities and their families are
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teaching us a great deal about the funda-
mental laws of human behavior.

A second trend implied in the mono-
graph is continued movement toward
meeting the challenge to make the analysis
of behavior applied. Our present knowl-
edge has been gained largely through care-
ful analysis of small units of behavior in
controlled contexts over short time periods
(e.g., 15-min sessions). Behavior, however,
is a continuous stream, and if we are to
realize the promise of applied behavior
analysis for people with disabilities, we
need to extend our technology to 24-hr cy-
cles; to real home, school, community, and
work environments; and to the mucky con-
tingencies of the real world. The research
in this third edition provides the needed
foundation for adding complexity to our
science. Current procedures will continue
to be of tremendous value, but we may also
expect research that examines interaction
effects (e.g., multicomponent interven-
tions, setting events), multilevel assessment
procedures, and an expanded class of out-
come measures (e.g., friendships, general-
ized reduction of problem behavior, dura-
ble application of adaptive skills, self-man-
agement, reduction of need for external
support, change in activity patterns, and
improved health and safety). The articles
in Behavior Analysis in Developmental Dis-
abilities 1968–1995 indicate an impressive
foundation of knowledge that must now be
applied to produce substantive, durable
change in the lives of people with disabil-
ities. To extend our technology and knowl-
edge to this challenge will require attention
to larger units of behavior, analysis of in-
teractions that occur when multiple inter-
ventions are applied together, and recog-
nition that larger social systems (schools,
communities, administrative structures) af-
fect the extent to which effective behavior-
al procedures can be applied. Applied be-
havior analysis is a pragmatic field with

pride in producing ‘‘large enough effects
for practical value’’ (Baer et al., 1968, p.
96). The articles in the third edition set the
occasion for expanding the size and scope
of the variables we study as we try to
achieve this expectation.

The third edition also portends an ex-
pansion of our research methodology. The
careful, rigorous attention to measurement
of behavior and experimental design will
continue to be the hallmark of applied be-
havior analysis. But just as our analysis of
more simple behavioral units began with
careful description and correlation, so will
our initial efforts to understand more com-
plex behavioral units include careful de-
scription and correlation. New research de-
signs will be needed to assess the complex
interactions encountered in real environ-
ments. We have taken the stream of be-
havior and looked with great care at those
droplets we call operants. Continued atten-
tion to the microlevel of behavior is war-
ranted, but as the breadth and depth of our
analysis expand, so will the tools we use
for that analysis. JABA will serve as an ap-
propriate home for careful analysis of new
research directions. Some new ideas will
prove fruitful, and some will not. Our abil-
ity to move forward will be determined by
both our openness to considering novel ap-
proaches and our collective scrutiny to en-
sure that these approaches are experimen-
tally and pragmatically sound.

The net effect is that the third edition
of Behavior Analysis in Developmental Dis-
abilities is a monumental contribution.
The behavior analysts who contributed ar-
ticles in this volume have made enormous
contributions to both the science of behav-
ior analysis and the field of developmental
disabilities. Similarly, the editors of the
third edition have made a major contri-
bution through their synthesis of this
knowledge. The editors offer readers a clear
picture of our heritage, recent contribu-
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tions, and a vision for future advances.
This clearly is a job well done.
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